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Continued Good Results from the Membership Canvass. a 


It is u pleasure to report continued hearty response to 
President Clark's letters soliciting new members. Splencid co¥peration is being ac- 
orded, not only by the Directors of the Association, but individual members. Al- 
hough the canvass has purposely not assumed the provortions of a campaign or drive, 
evertheless, it is being carried on in a systematic way. The prospect for a large a 
dditional membership is exceedingly favorable. 


Prominent Wholesele Grocer Strongly Advocates Canned Foods. 


Arthur P, Williems, President of R.C.Williams and Company, 
bf New York, in an interview in the New York Times, expressed himself as a greet 
believer in canned foods. He spoke, in part, as follows: . 


“On account of the location of this city, and the congestion 
bf populetion, this is a canned foods eating city par excellence. In the vegetables 
hlone, to mention them only, there are peas, corn, string Beane, and lima beans. 
thus our diet may be changed every day, which tends to create health. In fact, I - 
meelieve that the high health rate of New York is due to the widespread use of canned . 
moods. We, in our trade, know that the can contains fresh vegetables teken from the 

field in the morning and hermetically sealed in the can within a féw hours. The 
Fish brought into the canning factories are alive when canned, and fruits are pickex ; 
bnd canned the seme day. These canned foods are, in fact, fresher than the so-calle: 
Unripened' fresh produce which is offered for sale in this city and which, of neces: 
ty, is old and fairly stale before the housewife can get it to her table. 


“For example, buy asparagus, now being offered from Cali- 
fornia, and at the same time purchase a can of fancy aspare,us, and an idea of the 
lifference between fresh canned foods and unripe stale fresh foods will be obtained. 


"It is to be remembered that no canner would think of pute 
ing any vegetables which were seven days old into a tin, nor the fish such as we 


_ nect with here, nor same of the fruits which arrive here after long railroad 
rneys. 
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pership Letter No. 59, April 12, 1924--<-pege 2. 
Proposal to Reduce Freight Rates on Certain Canned Foods. 


The Officiel fication Committee of the Railroads has 
ade a special docket proposing to reduce freight rates on certein canned commoditic. 
n glass, pecked in boxes or barrels, from first to second class, and to advance the 
stings when in tin from Rule 26 to third cless. This would affect the rete on 
nned foods in tin somewhat as follows; 


The rate from Chicago to Pittsburgh is now 52 cents. This 
puld be raised to 654 cents, or about twenty-five per cent. advance. 


The Chairman of the Treffic Committee of the Netional 
mners AssOciation, Mr. E.S.DePass, attended a hearing on this in New York City on 
ondey, the 7th, and will attend a further hearing in Chicago on the 14th. 


Proposel to Establish Federal Been Grades. 


Extreme interest has been manifested in the proposal to es~ 
Mueeblisn Federal bean grades. A letter from W.A.Wheeler, of the Bureau of agriculturr 
meconomics, United States Department of Agriculture, says e favorable reaction is sp- 
arent, thet only one letter has been received in opposition to the movement, end 
his was based on misinformation as to the manner in which the Federal grades would 
established and applied. 


In advocating the Federel grading of beans, Mr. Wheeler, 
senting the Government viewpoint, writes, in part, es follows; 


“For the past two or three years many requests heve come 

@ the Department of .griculture that we initinte work looking townrd the establish- 
t of grades for the importent kinds of dry edible beanse Up until recently we 
have not been in position to handle these requests. “ven now we lieve no speciel 

nds for the conduct of the work but heve undertaken it in connection witn some work 
that is already being conducted. We have eqiipped » lnboratory for the purpose and 
Bre now making considerable progress in studying factors entering into bean greding 

ere accululating some very velunrble information. 


"It is our purpose to continue to get samples of beans from 
various sections of the country where they sre produced through all the channels 
in which they pass from producer to coneumer. We are now getting ¢ lerge number of 
mmples from all over the United States from the distributors of beans to tie con- 
mumers in order that we may have a rather comprehensive knowledge of the condition or 
beens as they enter consuming channels. Ve sre also gathering samples of beens just 
Bs they ere marketed by the producer. Some of the inspectors of beans are also co- 
Pperating with us in furnishing us with semples of lote of beane inspected by then, 
men each case giving the grede placed upon the lot by the inspector os well cs the 
mreasons for assigning such grades. We also expect in the near future to gather sum- 
ples from other sources. 


"It is not our purpose to recommend grades for dry beens 
thout giving consideration to the methods of marketing and the kinds of equipment 
tilized in preparing beans for market. It is necessary to consider these in their 
elation to the greding of beans in the processes of marketing. * + * 


"No grades should be established that will not be of assis- 
meance to the industry. Our primery object is to gether «11 the information that we 
men so thet the grades recommended will cover the whole range of factors as they ep- 
ply to bean grades and provide grades which will be equitable to all concerned in 
froducing, distributing, and consuming dry beans. 
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Membership Letter No. 59, April 12, 1924--=page 3. 


“In the inauguration of this work we are giving special et- 
tention to the small white, or pea been, pinto beans, and red kidney beans. Work 
with the other varieties will be begun just as soon as possible, so that we can herve 
grades for all the important commercial varieties of dry beans in the very near 
future. We shell be glad to receive any constructive suggestions from you or mem 
bers of the trade that will assist us in the conduct of this work." 


More Tomatoes from Fewer Acres. 


‘Extension Service Bulletin No. 31, just issued by the 
University of Marylend, reviewed for us by the N.C.A. Raw Products Research Bureau, 


summarizes the experiences and results with centralized tomato plant beds in Narye 
lend during 1923. 


Approximately seven and a half million plents were pro= 
duced in the centralized plant beds in Maryland last season. In spite of unusually 
severe weather conditions in the early spring, the quality of the plants was above 
the ordinarye Under "Field Results" the bulletin notes that in Dorchester County 
“one demonstration field in which both community bed plants and ordinary plants had 
been set yielded respectively twelve and four tons per acre. In Cecil County, five 
demonstration fields of twenty acres each, set witn plents from the community bed, 


averaged seven and one half tons per acre. In Kent County, the yield was from two 
to four tons per acre more than from ordinary plants." 
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Detailed directions are given for growing of plants in the 
centralized beds, preparation of ground for setting tomatoes, and other practical 
pointers on improvement in the yield and quality of this crop. Tomato canners 

generally will be interested in this publication. Application for it should be made 
to University of Merylend Extension service, College Park, Marylands 


Abstracts of Canning Technology. 


Under this title, the National Cenners Association Research 
laboratory has published during the lest year a journal giving brief abstracts of 
articles occurring in nearly one hundred publications, which it is believed will be 
of interest to the canning industry. These abstracts are prepared by about fifty 
chemists and technologists, who are connected with the canning and allied industries. 
The fourth number of this journal, which is now being distributed to members of the 
Netional Canners Association, completes the first volume and contains an index of 
the entire volume. This makes it of value as a permanent record, and it is hoped 
that members of the Association will heve it bound, or at least fasten the numbers 
together in such a way that they will be preserved. 


We have received many encouraging comments on this journal, 
and hope that our members generally find it useful. fhe first number of the second 
YOlume is now on the press, and will be distributed within a few days. 


Pend ing Legislation of Interest to Canners. 


Senate Bill No. 2915. Mr.Féss has just introduced e bill 

SOvering procedure in case of loss or destruction of bill of lading, requiring rail- 
Poads to check up weight and count when requested at stations where freight agencies 
fre maintained or where the shipper can afford the railroad company proper feciliti e+ 
for checking up weight and count at the time of delivery and holding the carrier re~ 


sponsible for the delivery of the goods called for in the bill of leding when issued 
yw an authorized agent of the carrier. 
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embership Letter No. 59, Avril 12, 1924--~-vege 40 


Senet? Bill 2678, The Senate Committee on Immigreti«a 
os favorably reported this imnigration bill, introduced by Senator Reed of 
auecyivaniae 


The purpose of this bill is to limit imnigration of aliers 
nto this country and requires that every immigrant shall secure e certificate from 
he proper consuler officer befure entering the United states, giving certrin re- 
wired information. The annual quota of eny nationality is limited to two per cunt. 
f the foreign born populetion of that nationelity according to the 1910 Census, ex: 
ept thet the minimum quota of any nationality shall be one hundred. 


The provisions of this bill are supplementary to the pres- 
nt immigration lews, and lower the limit from three to two per cent. 


H.R.Bill No. 6143- Mr. White hee reported from the Comn't 
ee On Merchant Marine and Fisheries to the House of xepresentatives, a bil) provid 
ng for the further regulation of the Alaskan fisheries. This bill represonts tv 
piews Of the Comiittee as the result of hearings on this subject which have boon 
eld recently. Eerly consideration of tne bill is expected. 


H.R.Bill No. 8091. A bill hos been introduced in the Hovuss 
giving the Interstate Commerce commirsion exclusive jurisdiction over Section 28 of 
he Merchant Marine Act of 1920. In this bill, introduced by Congressman Newton, 

he lest sentence of Section 26 has been changed to reed as follows: 


Such suspension of operation of the provisions 
pf this section may be terminated in whole or in part by order of the commins.on cs 
oO any rates, fares, charges, rules, reguletions, or practices for or in regard to 
he transportrtion of persons or property or eny specie commodity or commodities to 
br from any port in the United states, in the discretion of the commission, either 
bn its own initiative or after full hearing whenever the bonrd is of the opinion 

het adequate shipping facilities by such vessels to such ports ere afforded and 
hell so certify to the commission." 


H.R.Bill No. 7995. The Johnson Bill, further restricting 
immigration of aliens into the United States, has just been favorably reported to 
he House of Representatives without material emendmente Previous notice has been 


meerven regarding the provisions of this bill in our Membership Letter No. 52, of 
February 23. 
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embership Letter No. 69. 


April 12, 1924. 


Supplement. 


N.CeAs CORN SECTION PROGRAM 
Hotel Sherman, Chicago. 
April 23, 1924. 
E.B.Cosgrove, Minnesota, Chairman. 


An Inspection and Laboratory System and its Work" 
Dr. E.L.Schields, Minnesota. 


S0il Treatment and Crop xotation in Relation to Sweet Corn" 
Dr. Albert L. Whiting, Department of Agricultural Bacteriology, 
University of Wisconsin. 


Status of Swells Guarentee Controversy" 
Mr. L.A.Seers, Michigan. 
Chiarman, Conference Committee, N.C.A- 


Report--Stetistics of Actual Corn Spoilege 
Secretary, Corn Section, N.C.A- 


Report--Committee on Definitions and Standards for Canned Corn 
Mr. Merritt Greene, Jr., Iowa. 
Chairman. 
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